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Over the Editor's Train Sheet 


Few people realize that last year a meeting was held at the 
beginning of the year between representatives of the California- 
Nevada Railroad Historical Society and the Pacfic Coast Chap- 
ter of the Railway and Locomotive Historical Society for the pur- 
pose of eliminating duplication of railfan trips and to keep 
their dates spaced reasonably apart. As everyone knows such was 
not the case. Two, nay, three trips were made to the Virginia & 
Truckee, and dates were conflicting all over the place. 


The WESTERN RAILROADER, feeling a responsibility to the 
railfans in the San Francisco Bay Area, is attempting to settle the 
question of dates and destinations for the next year. Invitations 
have been extended to the officers of the Calfornia-Nevada, Paci- 
fic Coast Chapter, Electric Railroad Historical Society, and the Nor- 
thern California Railroad Club to send representatives to an 
open meetings to set dates and destinations for the coming year. 

Next month we will print the results of the meeting, and 
there will be no cross and double crossing ‘that marked the meet- 
ing of this year. We know that the railfans want the club soci- 
eties to co-operate, and we feel that there is no reason why they 
shouldn’t. 





This will be the last number to be distributed on an excursion 
this year and those that don’t subscribe this ‘time will miss out 
on the features to be printed this this winter including our mam- 
outh anniversary issue next month. 


We wish to thank Allen Baird of Colton, Calif., for the on- 
the-spot information of the SP wreck. Other contributors include 
Al Rose, D. S. “Don’t quote me” Richter, G. S. Niess, Nevada County 
Narrow Gauge Railroad, AT&SF, Southern Patifie, and Market 
Street Railway. * a 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC vs. SNOW 





On the event of the second rail- 
fan trip to Colfax on the Southern 
Pacific recalls that the Southern 
Pacific’s run between Roseville 
and Sparks has been one of the 
most difficult to handle in the 
history of American railroading. 

The grade on parts of it east- 
bound is 140 feet t» the mile, 
and on the westbound run it is 
123 feet to the mile. The snow 
belt begins at Gold Run, on the 
western side, and from Emigrant 
Gap to Andover, a distance of only 
twenty-eight miles there are 
twenty miles of snow sheds. 

That is likely to meati trouble, 
and most surely it does. Last win- 
ter for example, a new all-time 
sonwfall record was vstablishe.! 
in the Sierras, at least it was an 
all-time high for the 59 years of 
Southern Pacific recordin«s. 
when for a 14 day period in Feb- 
ruary, 341 inches of snow fell on 
the Sierra summit. The snow- 
pack was near to a record also 
last year, exceeded only by the 
winters of 1894-95 and 1889-90, 
‘which winter is recalled by old- 
timers as the one that gave the 
Southern Pacific the greatest grief 
it ever had in. battling snows. 
During that winter 776 inches of 
snow fell on the Sierras, or over 
12 feet during that one winter. 





Such a snow fall doesn’t be- 
have itself in the least, it insists 
on drifting down over the tracks 
and piling into the hollows. In 
one or two places it’ has been 
known to pile 500 feet deep. It 
is the snow fighting crews of the 
railroads that are called out when 
the big blow comes. On the run 
from Gold Run to Sparks, 94 
miles, seven rotary plows, six 
flangers, and one spreader were 
operated. To keep this equipment 
running was quite a job in it- 
self, The snows are no respectors 
of telephone and telegraph lines 
and it usually takes the efforts 
of the entire crew plus extra 
board to keep the railroad’s or- 
ders coming through. 

But then again the snows are 
fairly well handled by the snow 
sheds, however the snow sheds 
and tunnels once presented a 
more difficult task than the snow. 
Engineering genius and the Sou- 
thern Pacific have overcome this 
obstacle, but’ first the problem. 

Hauling freight over the grade 
was a ‘great task until recent 
years, and for many years prior 
to 1909, it generally required four 
locomotives to handle traffic on 
tahe heaviest grades. Then came 
into being the mallet compound 

Continued on Page Five 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC vs. SNOW 


Continued from Page Three 


locomotive. At first they had the 
usual head end operation; the 
most powerful engines at the time, 
they ran with the stack end a- 
head. (4000-4001, 4200-4211). 
But there was trouble again, for 
while the mallets were able to 
handle the load successfully, they 
were so large that they practic- 
ally filled the tunnels. The ex- 
haust steam and hot gasses, com- 
ing back from the stack, was 
held inside the tunnels and came 
back to the cags. The heat con- 
dition was very serious and there 
was a constant danger of the 
crew being overcome, 
Experiments: ‘were made with 
deflectors on: the smokestacks to 
send the steam and gas straight 
back instead of against the tun- 
nel roof, but this didn’t improve 
the condition at all. There was 
nothing to do but construct the 





mallets with the cab leading and 
the tender, coupled to the smoke- 
stack end. 

When first placed in service the 
enginemen objected to running 
them on account of the fear of 
head-on collisions, but time 
brought comfort and really great- 
er safetly. The brothérhoods have 
long ago withdrawn their ob- 
jections, and today the jubs on 
the mallets are sought after. 

At the present time the South- 
ern Pacific is the only railroad in 
the world using locomotives of 
this design, the enclose: cat. in 
front giving the enginemen un- 
obstructed yision when operating 
in snowsheds. Tie last group of 
articulated consolidated locomo- 
tives, as the Southern Pacific is 
pleased. to call them, were built 
only last year by the Baldwin T.o- 

Continued :on Page Six 
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Southern Pacific vs., Snow 
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comotive Works. They are the 
largest and».most .powerful.e- 


gines ever built for the Southern} 


Pacific, and are operated in heavy 
freight and passenger service over 
the Sierra hump, (4151-4176). 
This pinnacle in the develop. 
ment of powerful steam’ lecomo- 
tives is an engineering triumph 
for the Southern Pacific, but ev- 
en this, though it admittedly helps 
cannot solve the huge snow fall 
in the high Sierras. Snow plows, 
snow sheds, and other expen- 
sive equipment is used annually 
by the Southern Pacific in an at- 
tempt to give all year around 
transcontinental service. Their 
success is a glowing tribute com- 
pared to the periodical closing 


of the so-called “all year” high- 
sway and .the annual discontinu- 
ante of'truck and bus operatiéns 
(that compete ‘with the trains in 
the summer) when winter sets in. 
Still the Southern Pacific is not 
satisfied with the truly great job 
that it is doing, and standing on 
the Southern Pacific’s shelves are 
plans calling for a tunnel from 
Colfax straight through to the 
floor of Donner Valley. With the 
present finaneial crisis for all 
railroads in general the plans face 
a few more years on the shelf, 
but when traffic starts moving 
again over the rails, we may ex- 
pect a new page to be written in 





the battle of the Snow vs. the 
Southern Pacific. 
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Roster of Locomotives 
Nevada County Narrow Gauge 


Type Cyls. drvs. b.p. wght. Builder, date 


4-4-0 11x16 42% 140 42,000 Baldwin 1875 
Name: “Grass Valley”. Scrapped in 1936. 


2-6-0 11x16 36 140 42,000 Baldwin 1875 
Name: “Nevada”. Carson & Tahoe Lumber & Fluming Co. 
No. 2. Scrapped in 1936. 


4-4-0 11x16 42% 140 42,000 Baldwin 1877 
Scrapped before 1936. 


0-6-0T 10x14 28 140 30,000 Cooke 1875 
Very little is known about this engine as it was scrapped 
soon after its purchase from the C&TL&FCo. (No. 4). 


2-6-0 13x16 40% 130 46,000 Baldwin 1875 
Name: “Tahoe”. C&TL&FCo. No. 5. 


2-6-0 14x16 48 140 42,000 Baldwin 1880 
Scrapped in the early part of 1936. 


4-4-0 14x18 44 140 48,000 Baldwin 1881 
Carson & Colorado No. 4, C. P. No. 4. Scrapped in 1936. 


2-8-0 15x20 36 130 94,000 Baldwin 1880 
Denver & Rio Grande No. 42, later No. 182. 


2-8-0 17x20 40 180 94,000 Baldwin 1914 
NNevada-California-Oregon No. 14, S. P. No. 1. 


NOTE—The apparent lack of data on the engines is due to a 
very disasterous fire which swept the railroad’s property at 
Grass Valley in 1933. This roster is the result of the efforts 
of both the Railway & Locomotive Historical Society and the 
California-Nevada Railroad Historical Society. 


NEXT MONTH: OUR ROSTER OF THE ‘“VESTERN PACIFIC. 
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA R.R. CLUB 


ANNIVERSARY 

The Northern California Rail- 
road Club celebrated its third ex- 
istance on October 8th last, when 
it held its anniversary dinner at 
the Southern Pacific Restaurant 
in the Third and Townsend St. 
depot in San Francisco. The ev- 
ent was a historical event with 
the presentation of officers for 
the new year and a talk by Mr. 
T. L. Chess, pioneer Southern Pac- 
ific employe, on the history of 
the Southern Pacific and the Qc- 
ean Shore Railway, climaxing the 
evening. Outgoing president, John 
Carrick, turned the meeting over 
to the incoming president, Walt 
Sievers, who in turn introduced 
the new vice-president, Francis 
Guido, and the new secretary- 
treasurer, Warren K. Miller. The 
meeting marked the anniversary 
of another, some three years be- 
fore when five students at the San 
Mateo high school met for the 
purpose of forming an organiza- 
tion of yong railfans in California. 
Since that time the group has ex- 
panded so that now it has mem- 
bers in all parts of the Bay Reg. 
ion and the Central Valleys. No 
doubt the reason for the success 
of the organization can be traced 
to its low cost and democratic 
procedure. Primary prerequisii¢c 
for membership is the attendance 
at one of its meetings as a visi- 
tor, and strange to say instead of 
discouraging expansion, it has res- 
ulted in one of the most “live 
wire” railfan groups in the coun- 
try. Persons interested in visi- 


ting one of the -meetings will be 





SECOND EXCURSION 
Following’a most successful ex- 
cursion over the East Bay Tran- 
sit one month previous, the Nor- 
thern California Railroad Club 
held the second of its “low cost” 
Sunday excursions by chartering 
the special excursion car, “San 
Francisco” of the Market Street 
Railway for a trip over the South- 
of-Market lines of the company. 
Dispite the rather late delivery 
of the announcements, a capacity 
crowd showed up. Those who 
were fortunate enough to make 
the trip ‘were treated to an al- 
most complete emptying of the 
upper story of 29th Street car 
barn as well as the spotting of 
all of the available work equip- 
ment at the other South-of-Mar- 
ket barns. The group visited the 
24th and Utah, Third and 23rd, 
Castro Cable. 29th St., and Gen- 
eva Avenue car barns. The party 
was accompanied by Mr. W. J. 
McDevitt, Chief Instructor of 
Motormen for the Market Street 
Railway, who answered the tech- 
nical questions put to him by the 
excursionists. Aside from the Sou- 
venir Booklet containing a_ ros- 
ter of the equipment of the Mar- 
ket Street Railway,copies of In- 
side Track (employes’ magazine 
of the railway), route maps, and 
Continued on Page Ten 





notified if they drop a line*to ihe 
Western Railroader. (This maga- 
zine is distributed free to both 
active and associate me ibers of 
the Northern California R. Rh. 
Club.) 
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OLD STEAM GAR 








Hittn pe sia 











The old steam engine-plus-car | !ower Market Street. 

that you see on this page was; A model of this car was ex- 
once used on the outer streches | hibited at the second annual ex- 
of Market ‘Street, San Francisco | hibit by the Railway and Loco- 
in the early days before cable | motive Historical Society’s Pacific 
and electric transit. The car-plus- | Coast Chapter as was the original 
engine oddity ran for a short|of this photograph owned by 
time before being ruled off the | Walt Sievers of Mill Valley, Calif. 
streets by a city ordinance which| Cut loaned through courtesy of 
forbid the use of steam power on |the Market Street Railway. 
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Californian: vs. Argonaut 


To most people the early mor- 
ning of September 20, 1938, was 
just another day arriving, but 
to the passengers and crews a- 
board the westbound Argonaut 
and the eastbound Californian it 
was a horrible nightmare. It was 
approximately 2:00 a. m. ‘when 
engine number 4362 hauling No. 
5, the Argonaut, crashed through 
an open switch and crashed head 
on into engine number 4304 which 
was standing on the siding with 
train number 44, the Califorian. 


This all happened at Tortuga, 
a water stop 11 miles east of 
Niland, near the California-Ari- 
zona state line, but before dawn 
that morning the yards at Los 
Angeles, Indio, and Yuma were 
buzzing ‘with men and relief 
trains heading for the wreck 
scene. 

There were many acts of hero- 
ism before and after the wreck. 
Probably the firemost act came 
from fireman C. E. Morton of 
the Californian when he shouted 
to his engineer S. C. “Happy” 
Mason to jump to safetly. Mason 
jumped and saved his life, but 
Morton was crushed to death 
before he could escape. 

It is being debated just what 
caused the wreck but the most 
accpted reason is the “force of 
habit”. For some time No. 44 had 
held the main while No. 5 took 
the siding but on the fateful 
night the crews were given ord- 
ers for No. 44 to “head in” and 
for No. 5 to -e* on the main. As 
soon as No. 44 got into the sid- 
ing the head-er:| brakeman ran 


|usual. In dding so he also lined 
No. 5 for the siding. The brake- 
man then walked to the other 
side of the track as prescribed’ 
in the rule book. It was not un- 
til No. 5. was very close that he 
realized ‘what he had done. It 
was then too late to re-throw 
the switch even though he tried 
his best. 

Following is. a list of the dam- 
maged equipment: 

Train No. 44: §. P. 4304, 4-8-2 
(Mt-1), S. P. 2418, 2419, 2438, 
streamlined chair cars. CRI&P 
4120, 4129 baggage cars. 

Train No. 5: S. P. 4362, 4-8-2 
(Mt-4), T&NO 401 coach, T&NO 
608, Baggage, S. P. 2534 chair 
car, S. P. 5126, mail car. 

The S. P. doesn’t know if the 
2 engines will be scrapped or 
rebuilt, but as they are fairly 
new 4304. Schen. 1923; 4362, S. 
P. Co. 1927) there is a good 
chance of them being rebiult. 





N. C. R. R. EXCURSION 
Continued from Page Eight 


time tables for the interurban 
line were distributed. The crew 
on the trip consisted of Mr. F. 
G. Laskay as motorman, Mr. G. 
P. LeBrun, as conductor, and Mr. 
W. J. McDevitt as traveling rep- 
resentative. The chief surprise of 
the trip was Walt Sievers, a sup- 
posedly confirmed steam fan, who 
turned out to be “wild” juice col- 
lector. So successful was the trip 
that the organization is planning 





a North-of-Market trip as a part 
of its 1939 program. 





ahead, and: threw the switch as; . 
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‘HISTORY OF THE =: 


NEVADA COUNTY 


A railroad to connect Nevada 
City and Grass Valley with the 
Central Pacific was first thought 
of in 1870, however, it was not 
until 1873 that a route was sur- 
veyed. The final decision was 


to build a narrow gauge road’ 


owing to the rough country 
through which it was to be built 
and also because it would be 
cheaper to construct. The com- 
pany incorporated under the 
name of Nevada County Narrow 
Gauge Railroad, and applied to 
Congres for a land grant and 
bond subsidies. Congress granted 





the right-of-way in 1874, but’ re- 


fused the bonds. since it was 


not standard gauge. It was also 
granted the irrevocable right to 
charge ten.cents per mile for 
passengers and twenty cents per 
ton mile for freight with addi- 
tions for hazardous freight. 
Turton and Knox contracted 
the road in 1875. On May 20, 
1876, the twenty-two mile line 
was completed from Colfax, on 
the Central Pacific. to Nevada 
City. When the first train pulled 
into Nevada City. When the first 
Continued on Page Eleven 











interesting and thrilling. 








The Railway and Locomotive 
Historical Society 


sole sponsors of the First Annual Excursion over the 
Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad on May 16, 
1937, the pioneer railfan excursion in the West, 
cordially wishes you who follow on the Second An- 


nual Excursion over this little pike, another trip as 
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lopments in steam freight engines. 


ahead of No. 5004, which represents ti&e latest 
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30 cars made a big train. Today, she is the last sur- years 
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History of Nevada County Narrow Gauge 


Continued from Page Thirteen 


train pulled into Nevada City 
>it was greeted by a cannon salute 
from a nearby hill. 

The company made application 
on September 15, 1925 to the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission 
for permission to abandon the 
line; but was refused. 

It still follows its original 
course with the exception of a 
three mile relocation.at the Bear 
River crossing which reduced its 
length to 20.7 miles. The old wood- 
en tressel across the river was 
replaced by the present steel gir- 
der bridge which is 109 feet high 
and 810 feet long. 





The road is three-foot gauge 
laid with 35 and 50 pound rails. 
The main line is 20.65 miles with 
4.05 miles of. yard tracks and 
sidings. Track and equipment are 
valued at $774,520. Its financial 
condition is doubtful having paid 
no dividends since 1918, but with 
the resumption of mining activi- 
ties in the area it is slowly. be- 
ginning to clear costs. 

The road suffered tragedy on 
October 21, 1933 when the shops 
at Grass Valley were swept by 
fire, burning engines 1 and 2. 
All the efhgines except No. 9 
were originally wood-burners. 
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For collectors of engine pictures 
WE ANNOUNCE 
OUR ENGINE PICTURE DEPARTMENT, specializing in 
| Western and Logging roads. 


Send us a dime TODAY for our list of nearly 700 engine photos with 
historical notes on many. We will include a hard-to-get-print and 
keep you advised of additions to our list. 


For Model Railroaders we carry the popular lines of kits and parts. 
for ‘‘O’’, ‘OO’ and ‘‘HO”’ gauges. 


Pacific Model Crafts 


915 Broadway 
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 
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This Western Railroad World 


EUREKA NEVADA NO. 11 
Arriving during the latter part 
of: the week of October 10, was 
the Eureka Nevada No. 11, 2-8-0 
narrow gauge engine, for scrap- 
ping by a San Francisco firm. 


NEVADA CENTRAL NO. 1 
Nevada Central number one 
(Baldwin 2-6-0) was delivered to 
the United Commercial Company 
on September 3ist to be scrap- 
ped. She was shipped down from 
Battle Mountain, Nevada, in a 
gondola together with the re- 
mains of the Nevada CentraXs 
gas-pasenger motor. Both pieces 
of equipment are now scrapped. 


“UNION PACIFIC” 

Paramount Studio has gone in- 
to the production of “Union 
Pacific” in a really big way if 
present news reports from Ne- 
vada are true. Latest reports 
state that V. & T. number 11 
and number 18 have been put 
in shape at the Southern Pac- 
ific shops at Sparks, Nevada, 
and number 11 together with 27 
V&T cars will be run over the 
Southern Pacific to Utah, where 
some of the picture will be shot. 
Included in the train will be 
passengers cars, representative 
frieght equipment, and a complete 
traveling shop on flat cars. Due 
to the fact that the tires on the 
engine are three-eights of an 
inch wider than the conventional 
rail equipment, the train will be 
limited to 30 miles per hour over 
the Southern Pacific lines and 
three miles per hour while pass- 
ing over crossing and switches. 





In addition to V&T 11, former 
V&T engines numbers 21 and 22 
will also be used. The latter two 
engines are now owned by the 
Railway and Locomotive Society 
and Paramount Studio respective- 
ly. After the scenes in Utah have 
been taken, the local will be re- 
turned to Nevada .where scenes 
will be shot over the right-of- 
way of the Virginia and Truckee 
Railway. ‘ 


NEVADA CENTRAL NO. 6 

Nevada Central number six, 
however, has arrived in San 
Francisco, via Oakland, to be ad- 
ded to the collection of the Pac- 
ific Coast Chapterof the “Ri- 
leys”. The engine was built by 
Baldwin in 1879 for the Utah 
Northern, and was their number 
13. She was later number one 
on the Nevada Short Line, their 
only motive power. 


VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE 
NUMBER 12 

Virginia & Truckee Railway 
has sold their number 12, the 
“Genoa”, to Edward Hungerford, 
Director of the Parade of the Rail- 
roads at the New York Exposi- 
tion. The No. 12, which is still a 
wood-burner, will be refitted with 
a balloon stack and used to ‘por- 
tray the “Jupiter” in the Prom- 
ontary Point scene. The engine 
and combination coach No. 16, 
which was also purchased, ‘will 
come west again after the fair 
and will be added to the collec- 
tion of the “Rileys’ ” Pacific Coast 
Chapter. 

More on next page 
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This Western Railroad World 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC NO. 1903 
The California Nevada’s “boys” 
have also gone into the engine 
collection race with the acquisi- 
tion of an engine from the Ore- 
gon Portland Cement Company of 
Roseberg, Ore., that was once the 
1903 of the Southern Pacific. The 
engine was once used out of the 
Oakland Pier. 
WESTERN PACIFIC NO, 122 
Western Pacific engine which 
was transfered to the Deep Creek 
Railroad to replace Deep Creek’s 
No. 2, now retired, has been re- 
turned to Stockton, and is be- 


ing used on the Tidewater Sou- 
thern. Western Pacific 94 is now 
handling what business there is 
on the Deep Creek. 


CASTRO ABANDONMENT 

The Market Street Railway has 
applied within the last week for 
permission to abandon their Cas- 
tro Street cable line. In their pet- 
ition to the board of supervisors 
of San Francisco the company 
stated that the competition of a 
Municipal bus was too much for 
the eight blocks cable line in 
view of a 2 cent fare differen- 
tial in favor of the bus. 


MORE ONE-MAN CARS 

The Market Street Railway has 
put a new plan into effect on the 
12 line by which the line will be 
turned into a one-man _ shuttle 
car after 8:00 each evening. The 
plan which was put into effect 
last October 9th provides that the 
line will run as a shuttle car 
from Mission and Onondaga to 
Fleishacker Zoo during the late 
evening service. 





10 LINE ABANDONMENT 

The Market Street Railway has 
applied to the board of super- 
visors of San Francisco for ‘per- 
mission to abandon their’ tracks 
on Guerrero and 14th Streets, 
which will mean the abandonment 
of the number 10 line which runs 
on these streets. The company 
pointed out that the competition 
of the Municipal “Church Stteet” 
line made the rebuilding of the 
tracks on Guerrero Street un- 
profitable. 
NWP vs. BUSSES 

The Southern Pacific’s Frank- 
enstein again threatens another 
branch as a result of the confer- 
ence between Pacific Greyhound 
officials and directors of the Gol- 
den Gate Bridge district. If the 
present proposal gdes_ through 
the exclusive rights to run busses 
over the bridge will be sold at 
a flat yearly rate to the Pacific 
Greyhound. The company is sup- 
posed to buy 88 new (?) busses 
to operate on a proposed sched- 
ule of 300 trips per day. The 
company has been collecting mon- 
ey in the “east” to finance the 
deal. which has been kept a dead 
secret until recently. If the bridge 
directors agree to sell the bridge 
the bus company assures them 
the NWP will discontinue all pas- 
senger service. The ‘negotiations 
were kept secret to apparently 
head off the Mill Valley munici- 
pal bus and Bridge Bus Lines 
Inc. who have also been bidding 
for service. Yet to be heard are 
the State Railroad Commission, 
the Northwestern Pacific, and the 
traveling public. 











